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Se Pacific pilchard fishery enters its 1944-45 season, today in northern Cdi- 

fornin ;.:Lth demands for its product s so’heavy that a catch of more tha.n a billion 
poun&s will be needed to meet military, lend-l?ase, and ci&lian require.nents, ac- 
cording: to the Office of the Coordinator of J’isheries. 

. . 
The pilchard fishery, whjch furnishes ne;:rly a fourth of ,the total yield of 

. . . aqmtic products in the United States. end Alaska, provides the raw materials for a 
canned pack of three to four .mili.idn cases of pilchards or. California sardines, 
and of more than a million g~&lons of oil and 12 to 15 &ousand tons of meal for 
antial feeds. 

Because of unfavorable conditions ,during several recer” ’ I ti spawning seasons, pil- 
chards are expected to be someQ~ ?t less abundant . this year en?- .the industry w?ll 
find it necessary to operate with maximum efficiency to ,teke, ful.l advantage of 
available supplies , officials of the ,Coordinatorts Office said. .IGhile individual 
boats V.&L pro’bably make catches of normal size, schools of fik IELY be scattered 
nnci withoxt careful organization of operations, the total catch.:may .decline. 

.!. 
Be Coordinatorrs Office has completed arrangements zI~~tQ the,.Navy for t!*ro dif- 

ferent types of experiments designed to aid fishermen *in l.oca,tigg. schools of pil- 
chards, Glich swim at or near the surface and are usually ca@lt at night, when 
they can be seen by phosphorescence. 

One of the tests, being madc for the first time this yecar, is designed to show 
whe thcr the Navy1 s extremely sensitive sonic depth-f indirg apparatus can be edap ted 
to locating schools of pilch3rds swimming too deep to’ be sighted at the surface. 
These tests, which are scheduled to begin immediately, will bo concentrated in the 
ari:a between San fiancisco and Itionterey, whore some of the principal pilchard fish-- 
ing &rounds a-e located. 

a. in. A. N&ford, a biologist of the Fish and Wildlife Service who j,s 
thorowtiiy familiar with the pilchard fishery, will accomlpany a. nav& vessel on its 
routilL cruises through the fishing area, If it is found feesikle to locate and 
idaatify schools of pilchard +-Lh the echo soundirg instruments, Naval patrol yes- 
sels aI-o:~g, the coast will be iiist-acted to notify the f&hi:%?; fleet through the 
Ccorc?i.nntor* s Off ice of the location of schools located, 

use by khe Kav, even if it proves :TD+table to locating fish, 
for commcrci21 use until xfter the war. Rowever, a somednat 
1 es s sensi tive device is pert of the cquiyment of many 



fishing boats and has been used with some success in detecting schools.of herring 
in Srit,ish Columbia, southeastern Alaska, and New England, 

A~~eriments begun last soasdn .in the use of .Xavy b,limps to spot schools of 
pilch::rds from the air will also be continued. Tests made during January and 
Fc:;rlx..ry indicated that obsorvcrs with previous exp-sriencc as rust men on pilchard 
bo2is could distinguish s’chools~of ,pilchards from otncr fish such as tuna. she. 
position of the fish was then radioed to shore and the fishing crews were notified 
so that they might operate t&t ni,&t in (areas lwhers the fish were concentrated, 
!‘ilrile useful, the method hns several limitations: schools cannot be sighted in 
rou& woathar which disturbs the surface, visibility is at its best only around 
the middle of t.he day, and the schools do not always appear near enough to the sur- 
face &ring the day to be sighted. * 

5e boat situation in tne pilchard fishery is definitei,! better .tha.n for 
several seasons, officials of t’ne Coordinator’s Office said. &though .the fishery 
has ~zee-r- operating for several yea.-..rs with a fleet greatly depleted by the requisi- 
tioning of boats by the Navy, it Is again approaching its nor.mal si ze due to the 
return of many of the vessels and to new construction, 

X netting shortag- 0 which was threatened earlier in the year is believed to 
have i;eeiI averted by action taken by the War Producticn 3oard a.t the recommenda- 
tion of the Fishery Coordinator. Netting manufrcturers wore authorized to con- 
centrate on the manufacture of netting for the pilchard fishery during June and it 
is believed that an adequate su~~l;r is now in the hands of the fishermen. 

For the second consecutive year, t.he pilchard fishery is operating under a 
production program administered by the Coordinator of Fisheries in @e interest of 
obt[iining ‘maxiz&n production and insuring a proper division of the catch among 
canned fish, meal, and oil, 
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